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ROGER DE TOSNY, @Z DE€VOKAODOK OE MOKOS 


Roger de Tosny’ born circa 990 possibly in Tosny; he was a man of many names. He was 
the seigneur (lord) of Conches; he was also known as Roger Hispanicus de Tosny 
referring to his time spent on the Iberian Peninsula. He held the heritable title of 
Chevalier Banneret de le Duché de Normandie (Standard Bearer of the Duchy of 
Normandy) but, most ominously, he was called e/ devorador de moros, literally, the 
devourer of the Moors, by the Muslims. This is a brief biography of his life. 


His wife was Estefania (Stephanie) de Borrell, daughter of Raymond de Borrell the Count 
of Barcelona and his wife Ermensinde de Carcassonne. With the hand of the Comtessa’s 
daughter came the possibility of lands and eventual rule. 


The nickname Hispanicus references his time spent in Spain. Roger and his father Raoul 
were apparently banished from Normandy by Richard I (r 996-1026) around 1019 for 
unknown reasons. Raoul went to Apulia and fought the Byzantines for control there while 
Roger headed to Iberia. Some say his exile coincided with the Duc de Normandy’s 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. The timeline does not work however. Roger made his first 
appearance in Barcelona in 1019 and he remained there until 1024. The pilgrimage of 
Duke Robert I came about a decade later, in 1034. As is evident, these two events did not 
coincide in the least. The Duke did not come to the position of Duke until 1027, three 
years after Roger de Tosny supposedly returned to Normandy. Roger de Tosny married 
Estefania/Godehurt before 1020. The Islamic caliphate of al-Andalus had fallen in 1013, 
presenting an opportunity for conquest by the Christian entities in the north — Navarre 
(Pamplona), Barcelona, Aragon, Leon & Castile. While in Catalonia he successfully 
waged some campaigns against the Muslim taifa’s and, in consequence thereof, asked the 
widowed Ermensinde de Carcassonne for the hand of her daughter, Estefania-Godehurt, 
in marriage. 1024 was the latest Roger could have left Normandy but the 1015-1019 
period is more likely and analysis of early documents place him south of the Pyrenees in 
1017-1020 when he desired to marry. He did not travel alone but took a whole army with 
him, one large enough to cause some grief to the Duke of Normandy when Roger 
returned with just a few men who survived their Iberian adventure. Contemporary 
sources place the number at twenty and forty which seems at odds with the supposed 
grief caused by their loss. 


Barcelona Background 


The Marca Hispania was created by Charlemagne in 795 as a buffer state between the 
Frankish Carolingian Empire territories of the Duchies of Gascony and Aquitaine, and 
Carolingian Septimania to the north and al-Andalus to the south. The Spanish March, the 
Principate of Catalonia since 1164, was divided into eleven counties: Barcelona, Girona, 
Osona, Urgell, Berga (Bergueda), Besalu, Cerdanya, Conflent, Empuries, Roussillon, and 
Vallespir. (Principate is used rather than Principality which is an area ruled by a Prince. 
Catalonia did, technically, have its Prince but this title was only used to identify the land 
as being held separately by the person who was also the King of Aragon, rather than 
being an area that was subsumed by the Kingdom of Aragon.) The House of Sunifred 
assumed hereditary rule in 878 and Raymond de Borrell was the fifth Sunifred count of 
the first three named counties, Barcelona, Girona and Osona, ruling between 988 and 25 
Feb 1017. Raymond had been born in Girona on 26 May 972 which by the time of his 
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birth had been a part of the county of Barcelona for almost a century. His parents were 
the reigning count and countess, Borrell II and Letgards de Rouergue (Luitgard de 
Toulouse). Raymond became co-ruler at the age of sixteen and ruled with his father until 
the latter’s death in 992. Raymond married the younger Ermensinde de Carcassone 
before 1003. 


Ermensinde had been born around 976 

; ; i Duchy of Gascony 
in Carcassone, now in the Aude region cE 
of France; her parents were Roger IT 
(d. 1012), the sixth count of 
Comminges from the House of 

Comminges, ruling since 957, and me eo 
Adelaide of Melguell. The House of 
Comminges were agnatic descendants 
of the Dukes of Gascony. In 983 her 
father inherited the neighboring area 
of Couserans upon the death of his 
own father, Amaud I of Comminges; 
Comminges and Couserans are centrally located on the northern slopes of the Pyrenees 
and both were ruled by the House of Comminges, first as two parts of a single county 
until 1180 when Couserans was set aside as a dependant viscounty with a separate 
judiciary and administration. Both areas continued as part of the Duchy of Gascony until 
being annexed to the Duchy of Aquitaine in 1053. Ruling as Roger I, count of 
Comminges, he became Roger II, Count of Carcasonne when he inherited Carcassone 
and created the eponymous County. His mother Arsinde de Bellonid had ruled 
Carcasonne for twenty-three years before dying. The timeframe is uncertain and the 
confusion becomes obvious when single sources state Arsinde died in 970 and that Roger 
became the Count around 1000 after his mother died. Carcassone was sold to Barcelona 
in 1069 after the direct male line was extinguished. 


(2: Seigneurie maze 080 
‘Bayoung 


Returning to Barcelona, Raymond and 
MG County of Osona Ermensinde’s second son Berenguer Ramon I 

oe et Se el Corbat (the Hunchback) was born in 1005 

/ but was too young to assume rule when his 

noes father died in 1017. Apparently their first son 
Borrell Ramon had died at a young age; they 
also had a daughter named Estefania (Spanish) 
or Etienette (French) who will play a pivotal 
role a little later in this narrative. Sensing the 
weakened state of the government, Mujahid al- 
Amiri, who ruled Denia & the Balearic Islands 
since 1014, attacked Barcelona. The skirmish 
must have been minor as very little is recorded 
about the conflict. Ermensinde acted as Regent 
for her underage son, ostensibly until he 
en Y(ARCELONES reached maturity in 1023. Between 1017 and 
a 1023 she foresaw his future rule to be weak and 
ineffectual against the Moorish kingdoms to the 
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south as he preferred to take the conciliatory path rather than the military road to the 
south. She denied her son the power to rule, retaining that for herself but she used her 
son’s good people skills to Barcelona’s advantage, employing him as a proto-Prime 
Minister or Secretary of State who traveled to foreign Christian courts, developing warm 
relationships with most every ruler he met. Shortly before e/ Corbat died at only thirty 
years old in 1035, Ermensinde succeeded in dividing the patrimony between three sons of 
el Corbat. el Corbat had married Sancha Sanchez, daughter of Sancho Garces, Count of 
Castille, by whom he had two sons. His eldest son Ramon Berenguer I e/ Viejo (the 
Elder, b.1023) received Giron and northern Barcelona; he would not reach his maturity 
until 1044. The second son, Sancho Berenguer, 
received southern Barcelona with the mandate to 
extend as far south as he could. Through his drive 
his domain increased to encompass the county of 
Penedés which he ceded to Ramon before 1050. By 
his second wife, Guisla de Lluca, whom he married 
in 1027, he had two more sons. His third son 
Guillem Berenguer (b.1028) received Osona and 
conquered what became the county of Manresa 
which occupies the central area of Catalonia today. 
These he renounced in favor of Ramon in 1054; the 
late-ninth century castle still stands today. His 
fourth son Bernat Berenguer (b.1029) did not 
receive any of the patrimony; perhaps he died 
young. When e/ Corbat died in 1035, his mother 
Ermensinde became Regent for all three of her 
grandsons, the oldest of whom would not reach 
maturity until 1044. This division of the patrimony 
was the source of much unrest while under her regency that came to an end in 1046 when 
Guillem reached his maturity. The unrest continued for eight more years until the 
patrimony was reunited under Ramon in 1054. Ramon and his third wife, Almodis de la 
Marche, countess of Limoges, founded the Barcelona Cathedral in 1046 with 
construction lasting twelve years with it being consecrated in November 1058. Their 
Romanesque structure was replaced in 1298 with the Gothic Catedral de la Santa Creu i 
Santa Eulalia (Cathedral of the Holy Cross and Saint Eulalia) that stands today in the 
Gothic Quarter of the city. Their brass-bound, wooden coffins are still on display in the 
cathedral. In 1069 he purchased the county of 
Carcasonne and the associated county of Razes 
from the surviving daughters of Pedro II. How 
much power Ermenside wielded is uncertain as 
el Corbat granted the county of Osona to his 
widow Guisla de Lluca, before it came into 
possession of their son Guillem, and the 
regency of Ermensinde. Ermensinde died 1 
March 1058 and was buried in the parish church 
at Sant Quirze de Besora in the county of 
Osona. 
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ROGER DE TOSNY, THE DEVOURER OF Moors 


Roger spent between fifteen and twenty years in Iberia trying to carve out a territory for 
himself through conquest. He is said to have defeated the Moorish rulers in Tarragona 
and Girona between 1015 and 1020 but this is false. Tarragona was conquered three 
generations later and only repopulated with Christians in 1128; Girona had been taken by 
Charlemagne two centuries earlier. To Muslims he was Roger, el devorador de moros, 
the devourer of Moors. He would sit at a table with a large vat of boiling water to ine 
side. Before him, his starving Muslim captives would be lined up and one would be 
chosen for dinner much as one would pick out a lobster. The shrieking man would be 
dragged to the cauldron and unceremoniously dumped in, boiled alive. Once dinner was 
ready, Roger would have the man carved in half and take half back to his tent to eat in 
peace, The other half was left for the starved captives to make the difficult decision to 
continue starving or to eat their co-religionist. This ritual Roger repeated every day or so 
until just a few living captives remained. These they released to return to their lands and 
report the horrors of what had transpired. Notably, Roger does not warrant even a passing 
mention in any of the Catalonian chronicles of the time. There are two contemporary 
sources for all the information: the Chronique de Saint-Pierre-le-Vif de Sens’ from 
almost a century later and Histoire d’Aquitaine completed in 1035 by Adémar of 
Chabannes.* 


To us such a charade, for that is what it was, would seem ludicrous. To devout religious 
Muslims of the eleventh century who were brainwashed to believe the worst of 
Christians, just as Christians were conditioned to believe the worst of Muslims, this was 
not only possible, they had just witnessed the macabre act which only served to reinforce 
the stories they had been fed all their lives. Unfortunately, a thousand years later and 
there are still those who are gullible enough to believe such ridiculous messages of hate. 


Though successful in battle he had not acquired an estate of importance between 1017 
and 1019 so he tried to acquire power through marriage to Estefania de Borrel, the 
daughter of Ermensinde of Carcassone, widow of Raymond de Borrell, Count of 
Barcelona. Roger asked for Estefania’s hand around 1019 (which means she could not 
have died in 1018 as found in the Normandy Then and Now article) and they probably 
married soon thereafter, possibly with a promise of a dowry and rule. 


Roger’s exile from Normandy was lifted by Richard II by 1024 perhaps at the request of 
his father Raoul who had returned to Normandy from Apulia in 1023 (as that is the year 
his father died in Tosny). In Barcelona a plan was in the late stages of development or 
had already been enacted by which Roger would be killed at the Collegiata de Sant Felix 
in Girona, also known as Eglise de San Félix de Gérone. The perpetrators suggested by 
different writers include the Moors, the local population without reference to religion, 
and the Barcelona nobles. 


The brief reign of Richard III as Duke of Normandy, from 28 August 1026 to 6 August 
1027, was followed by that of his brother Robert I (1027-1035). That Robert I was a duke 
of legitimate birth meant a great deal to Roger de Tosny. When Robert I designated his 
son Williame the Bastard to succeed, the decision did not sit well with Roger, and many 
others. Roger de Tosny sided with those nobles opposed to the rule of the under aged 
bastard named Williame. The resulting upheaval in Normandy lasted from 1035 to 1060. 
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The exile was lifted by 1024 and when he returned to Normandy some say he was not 
married leading to the assumption that Estefania had died by this time. In fact his wife 
may not have accompanied him back to Normandy, leading to confusion. That he fled, 
leaving everything behind is probably true as is the logical follow-up — his wife and sons 
followed when they could. 


When Roger returned he built a fort at Vieux Conches (about a mile west of Conches). 
They appear to have founded the local Eglise de St Ouen around which a village of the 
same name grew; and they definitely founded the Abbaye Saint-Pierre et Saint-Paul de 
Chatillon-lés-Conches in 1035. Chatillon was just outside of Conches but has since been 


fully encompassed within the town with the sole reminder of its existence being the Porte 
Chatillon. 


Lands of the Tosny family and of their vassals (11th - 12th centuries) 
LES TERRES DES TOSNY ET DE LEURS VASSAUX (Xf-Xif SIECLES) 


UU 


XX Principaux chateaux des Tosny en 1119 Castles 
© Terres des Tosny aux XI et Xif siécles Lands 
a Eglises des Tosny aux Xf et Xi siécles Churches 
Fiefs tenus des Tosny aux XI" et XIf siécles Tenants 
Dot d'Aelicia, femme de — Fils — La Feentre-sur-Reslegy 
Dot de Berthe de Laval D. 


wry 
Chelsea d'honneurs riveux de celui de 
ches-Tosny Chief rivals 


--- Frontiére de la Normandie Border  Anesies 
(Eure River + Vilers-40-Ovcre 


Roger and his two sons Elbert and Elinant were killed by the army of Roger de Beaumont 
or, more likely, Omfray de Vielles at Conches. Roger probably died on 31 May 1039 and 
his sons within a short time from their battle injuries. However some sources place the 
battle much later with the battle starting on 17 June 1060 — the twenty-one year 
difference is unexplainable. The attack was led by the two sons of Omfray de Vielles, a 
neighbor who Roger had harassed for being a supporter of the Bastard and his attack at 
Conches caught the Tosny’s ill-prepared. It must be noted that some writers give his 
death as occurring in the month of 31 June in 1060 at Conches. His widow was barely a 
month pregnant at the end of May 1039; she gave birth to a son named Nigel in January 
1040 and is alleged to have lived for more than three decades. 


With these deaths, the ancestral right to be the Chevalier Banneret de Normandie 
(Standard Bearer of Normandy), which was a right of Roger’s ancestors, fell to his next 
oldest son Raoul III de Tosny Seigneur de Conches. 
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Godeheut was called Gotelina by the Normans and some writers state that Gotelina was 
the daughter of a local Norman noble but none have ever provided any evidence for such 
a claim. After Roger’s death Gotelina was forced to marry Richard, Count of Evreux 
(c1015-1067), a supporter of and first cousin-once-removed to the Bastard. Count 
Richard’s father was Count Robert II, the son of Duke Richard I of Normandy and 
brother of Duke Richard II. This made Count Richard the first cousin to the brothers, and 
Dukes, Richard II and Robert I; this last-named was the father of the Bastard. 


Richard and Estefania/Gotelina had one son named Williame who inherited his father’s 
title of Count d’Evreux at least a year before his father died. Williame, though quite 
young at the time, provided eighty ships and accompanied the Bastard when he invaded 
England in 1066; he died in 1118. Richard and Estefania had two daughters: Gotelina, 
born about 1041 and became a nun at the abbaye de Sainte Saveur, a bénédictine 
feminine (a Benedictine order for women) in Evreux that Richard had founded’; and 
Agnes who married, as his second wife, Simon I de Montfort (c1025-25 September 
1087). A daughter from Simon’s first marriage was married to a son from Gotelina’s first 
marriage when Isabel de Montfort married Raoul II de Tosny. 


My own suspicion is that Estefania changed her name to Godeheut to add to the 
subterfuge that allowed them to escape the attempted assassination in Barcelona. The 
very different names may be the common practice of adopting a new, local-sounding, 
name when moving a great distance hence the Estefania of Barcelona became the 
Godeheut of Carcassonne once the Pyrenees were crossed. 


The birth years for their children below used the most commonly found years and then 
subtracting five years as this timeframe fits with the narrative and is logical. The last four 
in the list below have historically been attributed to Estefania but this may be wrong as 
detailed later. While some of their children may have traveled to England, it is unlikely 
Roger or Estefania ever crossed the Channel. Roger de Tosny and Estefania are said to 
have had seven children, the first two being born in Catalonia: 


Issue: 
1) Elbert/Helbert de Tosny: born 1020; killed 31 May 1039. 
2) Elinant/Helinand de Tosny: born 1022; killed 31 May 1039. 


3) Raoul II de Tosny: born in 1025; Seigneur De Tosny: 1030-1102; died 1102. 
Supported the Bastard’s claim to Normandy. While waiting for the English army to 
arrive, Duke William called a meeting of his knights, including Raoul II de Tosny and 
his younger brothers Robert and Nigel de Tosny. Ducal flag bearer from 1039 to 
September 1066. Duke William offered the honor of carrying the consecrated Papal 
banner to Raoul II de Tosny by ancestral right. He declined saying that he wanted to 
carry a sword into battle; William gave the consecrated banner to his younger brother, 
Robert de Tosny who was next in line. He married Isabel de Montfort, daughter of 
Simon I de Montfort, Count of Evreux and his first wife Isabel de Broyes had: 


a) Robert de Tosny born circa 1048, Belvoir, Leicestershire, England died 4 August 
1088. Married 1064 in St. Saveur, Normandy to Avice Fitz-Richard de Clare 
(born 1050), daughter of Rohaise Giffard and Richard Fitz Gilbert de Brionne; 
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4) 
5) 


6) 


7) 


Richard, the Earl of Claré is not supported by the evidence but the records are 
scant. 


b) Raoul III de Tosny: married Alice de Huntington. Their son was Roger III de 
Tosny who was the father of Raoul IV, actually the Anglicized Ralph IV of Tosny 
was being used by this time. Ralph IV had Roger IV and it was his son Ralph V 
(1189-1239) who is alleged to have been the head of the family in 1204 when the 
French lands were lost under King John’s rule. The male line went extinct in 1309 
after three more generations: Roger V (1235-1274), Ralph VII (1255-1295; no 
mention of Ralph VJ), and Robert (1276-1309) who died without a male heir. 


c) Godehilde de Tosny: married circa 1075 Baldwin of Boulogne; died 15 October 
1097. 


Gazon/Vuazo de Tosny: born 1028, died 1034. 


Adelise de Tosny: born 1035; married Guillaume FitzOsbern, Seigneur de Breteuil, 
son of Osbern de Crépon & his wife Emma d'Ivry (killed in battle Cassel, Flanders 22 
February 1071, buried Abbaye de Corneilles) [citing the work of Robert de Torigny 
(died 1186) De Immutatione Ordinis Monachorum]. She was buried in the Lire 
monastery that her husband had built. [citing Guillaume de Jumiége’s Gesta 
Normannorum Ducum (Deeds of the Norman Dukes) of 1070]. 


Robert de Tosny: born January or February 1039. Ducal flag-bearer Chevalier 
Banneret de Normandie from 1066 at Hastings. Robert was given a garrison of sixty 
knights to serve him at the castle of Stafford and he became Robert I de Stafford. He 
received properties in seven counties, holding over one hundred manors located in 
Staffordshire, Gloucestershire, Warwickshire, and elsewhere. First Sheriff of 
Staffordshire. Robert may have died in 1088 but others place that event after 1100; he 
was buried at Priory Stone, Staffordshire, England. The head of his family descended 
though Nicholas who was alive in 1138, Robert II (died circa 1181), and Robert III 
(died circa 1193) de Stafford but it is not recorded how long the honor of being the 
Chevalier Banneret de Normandie remained in the family but Raoul I de Coucy, 
Seigneur de Marle seems to have held the title before he died in 1167. In the 
fourteenth century the honor was held by Robert VII, Seigneur d'Estouteville et 
Vallemont (1322-1396). 


Nigel de Tosny: born January 1040 after his father was killed. He lived temporarily 
with his brother Robert I at Stafford castle and referred to himself as Nigel de 
Stafford, while he lived with Robert; but changed his name to Nigel de Gresley after 
he moved to Derbyshire where he was the lord of five manors according to the 
Domesday Survey of 1086, the name Gresley evolved to Greeley over time. 


Other progeny attributed to Roger include: 


8) 
9) 


Beranger /’Espagnole de Tosny 
Berthe de Tosny: married Guy de Laval 
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Offspring three through seven above are claimed by some to have been born in Hastings, 
England bur such an assertion is highly suspect. There is no known evidence that 
documents Roger or Estefania ever crossed the Channel. Additional research may 
demonstrate some of those named may actually be conflated with progeny of relatives 
named Roger de Tosny who were alive at the time (three others have been documented) 
or other unrelated persons named Roger who lived in or near Tosny. 


Now you know who he was and who followed, but where did Roger, the Devourer of 
Moors, come from? 


HUGUES DE CALVACAMP (c904-980) 


Hugues (French for Hugh) may have been married to Haldruc de Thérouanne. As the 
location of Cavalcamp has never been definitively determined, it is only 
speculation about his ancestry that we can know at this time. In the 12th 
century he was given a Scandinavian lineage as a descendent of Malahuc 
de Gomaches, an uncle of the Norse count of Rouen Rollo, (died circa 
930), by the chronicler Orderic Vitalis (1075-1142). Another ancestry 
has him hailing from the royal family of Eystein Glumra Ivarson, the Jarl 
(earl) of the Opplands, in the interior of Norway. Today most researchers 
believe a Frankish origin in the Ilé-de-France region for Hugues is more likely. 


If Haldruc is indeed the wife of Hugues, we are on more solid ground Artois ero 


) 
ry) Ss 


when it comes to identifying her geographical origins. In the tenth century 
Thérouanne was in the county of Artois, itself being within the county of 
Flanders and under the rule of Carolingian West Francia; now it is in 
northern France. Haldruc does not appear in lists of given names. 


Hugues, and supposedly Haldruc, had two sons and an unnamed daughter: 


Daughter: allegedly had husbands named Odo and Henry. She is 
known through the dowry of Douvrend given to Odo when they married. 


Hugues II de Calvacamp: born probably around 924. Archbishop of Rouen 942-989. 
He was followed by Robert II, the son of Duke Richard I and, therefore, a cousin. 


Raoul I de Tosny: his birth year is usually given as 925. He held land in Tosny and 
was the first of his family to use Tosny as an identifier. His death is reported as 
being as early as 960 and as late as 1024. The year 975 seems to be closer to the 
event. The English Stafford’s are an offshoot, or a renaming, of family members. 
Raoul I had 5 issue: 


1. Roger de Tosny” was born around 990. Also known as Roger Hispanicus de 
Tosny, seigneur of Conches, he is the subject of this article. He probably died 
31 May 1039 but some sources place his death as late as June 1060 at 
Conches. 
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2. Raoul de Tosny: born around 993. He is somewhat problematic in that he is 
not consistently found in sources and, though he is the second to be named 
Raoul, he is not the one that is meant when referring to Raoul II. Raoul II is 
understood to be the son of his older brother Roger. It is said he died in 1023 
while in Barcelona which is the reason behind the inconstant nature of his 
existence. 


3. Berta de Tosny: born around 995 in Tosny. Married Guido I, seigneur de 
Laval. Berta died before 1040. 


4. Robert I de Tosny: born around 1019 in Tosny. Married circa 1038 Adelaise 
Osule. Created Baron Belvoir (Leicestershire, England). Died 4 August 1093 
in Belvoir. 


5. Hughes de Tosny: of Limésy located at the mouth of the Seine in Pays de 
Caux (chalk), the coastal section of the Seine-Maritime department. 
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